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Fossil communities, chiefly benthic, from Silurian and Devonian rocks are looked at in detail within

this book. Discussion of their environmental and evolutionary significance provides a unique

ecological view of this intensively studied part of the stratigraphic column. It is hoped that this

case-study will illustrate a new trend for palaeontological research and synthesis that could be

applied to other time intervals. Forty contributions from all parts of the world discuss and exemplify

the general principles of this massive compilation and provide descriptions of many of the shelly

mid-Silurian and early Devonian benthic communities in encyclopaedic form. Biostratigraphers and

palaeontologists, as well as evolutionists and ecologists, concerned with fossil communities and

their evolution will find this volume of interest. This book forms the final report of IGCP Project 53.
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"This book is a well deserved tribute to Martinsson and his contributions to paleoecology...The

editors have achieved considerable uniformity among the chapters in the definition and

characterization of the communitites." Historical Biology

Fossil communities, chiefly benthic, from Silurian and Devonian rocks are looked at in detail within

this book. Biostratigraphers and palaeontologists, as well as evolutionists and ecologists, concerned

with fossil communities and their evolution will find this volume of interest.
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